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January 31, 2007
 

Dear Program Director:

SCIENCE Resources is a nonprofit organization devoted to helping families and communities provide quality science and engineering education. SCIENCE Resources formed two community-based high school robotic teams. Driven Bolts, which is based in Brick, NJ, and Driven Nuts, which is based in Broomall, PA. Both teams are participants in the FIRST Vex Challenge. The FIRST organization has run very successful robotics programs for over 16 years. Two years ago, FIRST created the FIRST Vex Challenge as a mid-level robotics competition for high school aged students. 

Last year, Driven Bolts placed fifth overall in the Hartford regional competition where the team was featured on a local TV news program. Both Driven teams went on to the nationals in the Georgia Dome. Driven Bolts achieved the highest individual score in the autonomous challenge and placed fifth overall. Driven Nuts received the "Create Award" for innovative design. Last year, Driven Robotics had two high school seniors on the roster - one went on to Carnegie Mellon and the other to MIT.

This season, Driven Bolts won both a preliminary competition in Ambler, PA and the New Jersey State Competition in Ewing, NJ. Driven Nuts will compete in their state championship on January 27. Both teams will participate in the Pennsylvania State Competition in March. We hope that both teams will continue on to the worldwide competition in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta in April.

Driven Bolts must now raise enough funds to be able to attend the competition in Atlanta. We are asking for your sponsorship to help us prepare and enable us to participate at the international level. We need funds to cover costs including: additional robot parts, field parts, competition registrations, robot shipping costs, and travel to the event.

A major sponsor would receive considerable exposure from our trip to Atlanta, with the company name and logo on our shirts, robot, banners, and website. The Atlanta competition will be featured on national television (a live NASA webcast, plus a number of news reports). Last year’s Driven teams appeared on television, in newspapers, and on national websites. Our photos are currently featured in several places on the FIRST website and in their annual report. With continued success, we expect the team to receive even more media coverage this year. 

A contribution of any size will help develop creative problem-solving skills and prepare our students to become future scientists and engineers. The exciting program that we are part of provides team experience learning mechanical design, electrical engineering, physics, and programming, while working under pressure. 
Dean Kamen, Founder of FIRST, has a vision that matches our own: "To create a world where science and technology are celebrated... where young people dream of becoming science and technology heroes"
 Sincerely,

Mr. Darrell Gray  (732) 202-1150


Mr. Dana Sweison
Driven Bolts Coach 




Driven Nuts Coach
Brick, NJ





Broomall, PA
darrell@drivenrobotics




dsweison@science-resources.org




















